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NEW RECORDS OF SEVEN FERNS FROM BASTAR DISTRICT, 

MADHYA PRADESH 


The ferns of Madhya Pradesh have at¬ 
tracted the attention of many botanists 
(Mooney, 1942; Saxena, 1973; Subramanyam 
and Henry, 1966 and Tiwari, 1964). 

However, the fern flora of Bastar district 
in Madhya Pradesh has not been adequately 
explored. A study of the fern gatherings 
of G. Panigrahi in 1963, and C. R. Das & 
A mar Nath in 1971 from Bailadila, Bastar, 
reveals that seven species of ferns were not 
reported earlier and are new records for 
Madhya Pradesh. 

The specimens are all at Botanical Survey 
of India, Allahabad (BSA) and a duplicate 
set at the Central National Herbarium 
(CAL). 

DENNSTAEDTIACEAE 

Lindsaea malabarica (Bedd.) Baker ex Chris¬ 
tensen in Contrib. U. S. Nat. Herb. 26: 
295. 1931; Baker in Syn. Fil. ed. 2: 545. 
1874; Kramer in Gard. Bull. Sing. 26(1): 
33- t *974- 

Rhizome short-creeping; petioles strami¬ 
neous to pale reddish brown; leaves crowd¬ 
ed, lamina simply pinnate or bipinnate, her¬ 
baceous, medium green when dry; sori on 
vein-ends; indusia pale or greenish, entire 
or crenulate. 

Specimen examined: Panigrahi 6926. 

THELYPTERIDACEAE 

Pronephrium Iakhimpurense (Rosenst.) Holt- 
turn in Blumea 20: no. 1972. 

Rhizome short-creeping; stipe covered 
with palae, palae when young profusely 
covered with papillate, capped or acicular 
hairs but mature ones glabrous; sori at sec¬ 
ondary vein-ends, exindusiate. 

Specimen examined: Das & Amar Nath 
14856. 

Chrlstella dent&ta (Forssk.) Brownsey & 
Jermy in Brit. Fern. Gaz. 10: 338. 1973; 


Holttum in Jour. S. Afr. Bot. 40; 143. 

1974 & in Kew Bull. 31(2): 314. 1976. 

Rhizome short-creeping; stipe short, 
hairy; leaves with 15-25 pairs of pinnae, 
lower 2-4 pairs gradually reduced and 
widely spaced, auricled and lobed, with 
forked veins; sori medial apart from lowest 
which sometimes touch those & next lobe; 
indusia short, hairy. 

Specimen examined: Das & Amar Nath 
15000. 

C. subpubescens (Blume) Holttum in Web- 

bia 30(1): 193. 1976 in Kew Bull. 31(2). 

323. 1976. 

Rhizome short-creeping. Several pairs of 
lower pinnae gradually reduced; pinnae lob¬ 
ed, less than half way to costa, the lower 
surface bearing very short hairs throughout. 

Specimen examined: Das & Amar Nath 
15062. 

ASPLENIACEAE 

Diplazium dilatatum Blume in Enum. PI. 

Jav. 194. 1828. 

Large fern. Caudex short-creeping, rhizo- 
matous; stipe thick; leaves large; sori along 
veins, stretching the whole length of vein- 
lets, to the margin; indusia oblique, some¬ 
times obsrlete or early cauducous. 

Specimen examined: Panigrahi 6935. 
Hypodematium crenatum (Forssk.) Kuhn in 

Deck. Reis. Bot. 3: 37. 1879. 

Rhizome short-creeping, densely covered 
by entire palae with narrow cells; stipe in¬ 
flated at base and slender above, setose; 
leaves rather coarse, densely pilose; sori 
large, copious, medial on veinlets; indusia 
large, pale, villous. 

Specimen examined: Panigrahi 6954. 

DAVALUACEAE 

Nephrolepis exaltata (L.) Schott in Gen. Fil- 

t. 3. 1834. 

Rhizome suberect; stipe tufted, sparsely 
scaly; leaves large, pinnate, entire or sub- 
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crenate, acute, coriaceous, nearly glabrous; 
sori dorsal, indusia broad, firm, reniform. 
Specimen examined: Panigrahi 6920. 
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CEROPEGIA MACCANNII ANSARI—A NEW SPECIES 


Ceropegia maccannfi Ansari sp. nov. 

Ceropegiae panchganiensis Blatt. et Mc¬ 
Cann affinis corollae tubo anguste cylindri- 
co et corona, sed differt cymis multifloris, 
corolla minus 2.4 cm longa, tubo in dimidio 
inferiore perinflato, lobis minutis, corona in- 
teriore alba, erecto-divergenti. Differt a C. 
lawii Hk. f. corollae coronaeque forma et 
amplitudine. 

Holotypus ( Ansari 97574A) et isotypi (An¬ 
sari 97574 B-F) lecti ad Sinhagadh hills in 
dist. Pune, ditione Maharashtra die 7 Au- 
gusti, anni 1964; holotypus positus in CAL; 
isotypi Ansari 97574 B & C in BSI; D in 
CAL; E in K; F in BLAT. 

Ceropegia maccannii Ansari sp. nov. 

Similar to Ceropegia panchganiensis Blatt. 
et McC. in its narrow cylindrical corolla tube 
and corona but differs in cymes being many 
flowered; corolla under 2.4 cm long, tube 
largely inflated in the lower half, lobes very 
small, inner corona white, erecto-divergent. 
Also differs from C. lawii Hook. f. in the 
shape and size of the corolla and corona. 

The holotype ( Ansari 97574A) and isc- 
types (Ansari 97574 B-F) were collected 


from Sinhagadh hills in Pune district, Ma¬ 
harashtra State on 7-8-1964; holotype is de¬ 
posited in CAL; and isotypes Ansari 97574 
B-C in BSI; D in CAL; E in K; F in BLAT. 

Ceropegia maccanni Ansari sp. nov. C. lawii 
auct. plur. non Hook. f.: Cooke, FI. Pres. 
Bomb. 2: 175. 1904, p.p.', Huber in Mem. 
Soc. Broter. 12. 67. 1957. p-p.\ Sant, et 
Irani in Bull. Bot. Soc. Beng. 12: 8. 1958, 
p.p.) Venkata Reddi in Willdenowia 5: 32. 
t. i & 2. 1968; Hemadri in Bull. bot. Surv. 
India 10: 125. t. 1, f. 3 & 3A. 1968; Ansari 
et Kulkarni in Indian Forester 97; 689. t. 
f. B3. 1971. 

Erect herbs, 30-100 cm high with sub- 
globose tuberous roots. Stems firm, terete, 
pubescent above. Leaves 9-12x4-6 cm, 
ovate-lanceolate, acute or acuminate, base 
mostly acute, sometimes rounded, hairy 
above glabrous beneath except nerves; peti¬ 
ole 1-2 cm long, hairy and grooved above. 
Flowers 6- 10 in lateral subumbellate cymes; 
peduncles upto 3.5 cm long, hirsute; bracts 
3-4 mm long; pedicels 6-10 mm long, 
hairy. Calyx 4-5 mm long, hairy on the 
dorsal side. Corolla 1.7 - 2.3 cm long, curv- 





